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"There is today a pronounced and accelerated convergence in architecture. This convergence is

occurring by doers not thinkers; in practice not academia; in building design, fabrication, and

construction. It is about solution-centric individuals engaged in real time problem solving, not in

abstractions. The nature of this convergence, where things are converging and what that means for

architecture, is the subject of this book."Ã¢â‚¬â€•from the IntroductionThose working in architecture

and engineering feel pressure to work faster, at lower cost, while maintaining a high level of

innovation and quality. At the same time, emergent tools and processes make this possible.

Convergence is about the firms, teams and people who thrive in this environment as a result of their

ability to creatively combine and innovate. It seeks to answer several timely questions: What are the

tools and work processes that are converging? How are individuals and organizations converging

their tools and work processes? What challenges and benefits are they seeing? What is the ultimate

endgame of this convergence? What skillsets and mindsets would someone need to develop to

work effectively in this changing environment? What are the implications of convergence on the role

of the designer, and on design? On how we design, build, fabricate, and construct? On how we

work? The book explains how convergence relates to, but ultimately differs from integration,

consolidation, multi-tasking, automation, and other forms of optimization. The practice-based

research builds upon the authorÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s research in BIM and in the collaborative leveraging of

data in design and fabrication. As an investigation and meditation on the impact of technology on

the education and making of design professionals Convergence explains what is happening in the

world of design, and discusses the implications for the future of education, training and practice.
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The perfect blend of professional and academic research that puts a clear emphasis on the

convergence of the AEC profession. There are so many insights to be learned from reading this well

documented book. Hats off to Randy for reaching out to some of the best thought leaders and

knowledge sources out in the profession today!
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